DIARY DATES

FROM THE PRINCIPAL...
Briony Ackland

AUGUST
Thurs 2

Artist visit
(printmaking)

Mon 6

Book Week Show
(1.00pm @ Institute)

Wed 8

SAPSASA Basketball
(Balaklava)

Thurs 16

SciWorld Shows
(Clare Town Hall)

Fri 17

Assembly

Mon 20

Book Week Parade
(dress-up day)

Thurs 23

Library visits,
YEL Forum
(Whitecliffs)

Fri 24

PUPIL FREE DAY

Tues 28

Special Male’s
Breakfast (8.00am)

Fri 31

Assembly
JP Cooking (swap due
to catering event)

Mrs Ackland with our School Captains,
Lucas & Isla

H

ello, and welcome back to Term 3. I
trust you were able to take
advantage of the holidays and spend some
quality time with your children - I have
certainly enjoyed listening to their many
tales of exciting holiday adventures.
As always, the term has started with great
enthusiasm with both staff and students
diving head first in to school life. I, too,
have had an enthusiastic welcome to the
school and thankyou all for your kind
words
of
congratulations
and
encouragement. I was very fortunate to
have met many parents and students at
the Trivia Night last term which certainly
helped to make me feel at ease. I have
also caught up with parents over the
course of Week 1 and look forward to
meeting you all throughout the Term please pop in to the office to say ‘hi’…my
door is always open!
Whilst I come to APS from the Learning
Improvement division of the Department
for Education based in Adelaide, prior to
that I worked at St Joseph’s School in Clare
for 12 years. There I was a Japanese
teacher across the year levels, an Upper
Primary teacher predominantly coteaching Year 7, and the Curriculum
Coordinator working with teachers
towards curriculum improvement across
the school. I have a strong background in
Science and Mathematics and in recent
years have found a love of digital
technologies, including robotics.
This
Semester, I am very much looking forward
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to teaching Science to the JP and MP
classes, and have a plan in mind for work
with the UP class, too...watch this space!
Having been born and raised on the Far
West coast of SA in a small town called
Wirrulla (with family still in Smoky Bay),
and living in Clare with my husband and
our three children, I am passionate about
rural education; specifically, high quality
education for our country students. I am a
firm believer in the old proverb, ‘It takes a
village to raise a child’ and hold at the very
core of this the partnership between home
and school. Some might suggest this is an
over-used saying, however there is
overwhelming research to show that a high
level of interest, engagement and
participation in a child’s learning by
parents and family leads to greater success
for that child at school. So, as we begin
Semester 2 and our staff evaluate their
own practice to ensure they create
enriching learning experiences, I encourage
all parents and caregivers to reflect - how
do you support your child/ren’s learning
at home? How do you engage in their
learning at school?
I am absolutely thrilled to have been
appointed Principal of APS and look
forward to developing a strong partnership
with you towards building our village. I
very much look forward to what we can
achieve together over the next 5 years and
beyond.
See you soon, Briony (Bri)

SCHOOL NEWS

ICE WATCH COMPETITION WINNERS

morning of planting and teamwork capped off with a
shared BBQ lunch, prepared for us by the Toyota team.
A big thankyou to Sue Prince for organizing the event and
Toyota for their continued support of our planting
program (a partnership that Sue tells us spans over 15
years!).

O

CALL FOR VOLUNTEERS - SAKG PROGRAM

‘Global learning in a family setting’

n Wednesday, the much anticipated results from
R&B Sutherland’s ICE watch colouring-in
competition were announced. This year, 341 students
from 8 primary schools entered the competition. From
Auburn Primary School entries, Alex Windibank (Y1) and
Ryleigh Senar (Y3) were announced the winners of a new
ICE watch to the value of $89. Sam Bartz (Y2) and
Connor McDermid (Y6) were runners-up and will receive
an ICE watch backpack. We congratulated all of our
winners Thursday morning last week and shared their
entries with the school. Students will be formally
congratulated at our upcoming Assembly in Week 4.

NATIONAL TREE DAY

O

n Friday, 27 July, Clare Valley Toyota’s Jacob, Mel
and Dale joined us at APS to help plant new
Natives in our Bush Tucker and Butterfly gardens. The
YEL team had marked out the planting plan and in buddy
groups, the students went to work. It was a fantastic

E

arlier in Week 1 you will have received a request for
assistance to support the kitchen and gardening
program across the school. By volunteering just once a
term, your contribution will enable us to further enhance
this unique and highly valued program. A reminder to
please return your form by the end of this week to
assist with term planning.

FUNDRAISING EFFORTS - TRISH SCHMERL’S
BIRTHDAY

O

ur Fundraising Committee have again been busy,
catering for Trish Schmerl’s 70th birthday during
the holidays. This followed the highly successful Trivia
Night for which the committee dedicated tireless hours
of preparation. Thankyou Rachelle and team!

CALENDAR

A

ccompanying this newsletter is a Term 3 calendar.
This indicates some key events planned for the
term and can be used as a great reminder. In providing it
in Week 1 however, events may be added or altered over
the course of the term. We encourage you to utilize the
fortnightly newsletter and Facebook page to keep
informed of any updates and add to the calendar
throughout the term.

OLD SCHOLARS’ NEWS

D
GARDEN BENCHES

L

isa Ziersch and her team have finished the wonderful
meeting place which has already been well used
during playtimes. Complete with circular benches and
robust landscaping, the meeting place is a fabulous
environment to work, chat and play. The space has been
well planned to allow for students and teachers to take
full advantage of the outdoors and even enthusiastic
playmates to simply re-plant any broken limbs from the
garden! Thanks Lisa and team!

WELLBEING AND ENGAGEMENT SURVEY

O

n Tuesday last week we sent home
correspondence regarding the collection of data
pertaining to young people’s sense of wellbeing. This
data will provide important information about students’
views about their wellbeing and engagement with school
to assist us to help improve young people’s health and
wellbeing as an important part of their development and
how they learn. As per the information provided, no
personal information that identifies students or schools
is provided to the Department for Education. Please
contact your child’s class teacher by 30 July if you do not
wish to have your child participate in the survey.

o you know of any old scholars’ success? We want
to hear all about it and celebrate it as a
community! If you have news of past students and their
achievements, please let us know for inclusion in our
fortnightly newsletters.
Furthermore, if your child is involved in something
exciting outside of school, we want to be able to support
their endeavours and celebrate successes - please share
their news for celebration either in the newsletter or at
Assembly. Success has many guises and teaching our
students to recognise their strengths and celebrate
achievement is a pathway to developing confidence and
resilience, among other things such as goal setting and a
culture of excellence.

COMING SOON...
Planned events and reminders
REMINDER: PUPIL FREE DAY

A

reminder that there will be a Pupil Free Day on
Friday, 24 August. On this day, our teachers will be
working with teachers from Clare and Watervale Primary
Schools to further improve the consistency with which
we judge student achievement in Mathematics, and
develop improved ongoing assessment strategies. This is
important work for our teachers to be involved in and is
a wonderful example of our teachers as dedicated
learners, too.

SPORTING SCHOOLS

W

e have again been fortunate enough to gain a
grant to provide after-school sporting activities.
This term, students will be able to try their hand at T-Ball.
Dates and times to be confirmed.

PRINTMAKING CLASSES

A

rtist , James Parker, will visit the school this
Thursday, 2 August to work with each class on
printmaking. Each session will run for approximately an
hour and a half and assist students to explore new
techniques to creating wonderful visual artworks.

BOOK WEEK
SCIENCE WEEK

N

ational Science Week in Week 4 will celebrate
‘game changers and change makers’ - the 2018
theme to engage students with scientists and their great
contributions to solving complex issues in our world.

B

ook Week will be celebrated in Week 5 with a dressup day and parade, fun-filled activities related to
this year’s nominated books and a visit to the Auburn
library. We would love for you to join us for the
celebrations! More information to come in a separate
flyer.

This year, the Clare and Gilbert Valleys Council has
organised a free event for students to enjoy! The
SciWorld Science shows - Science Spectacular for R-5
audiences, and It’s Elemental for Y7-12 students - will be
held in the Clare Town Hall on Thursday, 16 August.
Keep an eye out for classroom notes for details.

FUNDRAISING FOR CAMPS AND EXCURSIONS

A

s hosts of the Department’s 3D printing project on
Monday, 6 August, we have been given the
opportunity to cater for teachers and principals attending
the training. Penny Parker and Amanda Miles have
planned a tasty menu for morning tea and lunch, taking
full advantage of the fresh produce we have to offer from
our school garden. We are seeking volunteers to support
preparation and serving on the day. Please contact
Penny or Amanda as soon as possible to contribute to
funds for student camps and excursions.

MORE FROM NATIONAL TREE DAY
Supported by Clare Valley Toyota

A BIG thank you to Amanda Phillips, who did
a fantastic job running Playcentre while I
was overseas visiting my family in the
Netherlands.

We had a lovely time away with beautiful
warm weather but it's really good to be
home as well.

For term 3, I will start with a Dutch theme
session and will also read and sing in Dutch.
This is all part of cultural awareness as Australia is a multi cultural country.

In week 4 we will attend the annual
Playschool Concert at Gawler Starplex. This is
an amazing show and the kids love it!

Lots of other craft activities, imaginative play,
dress-ups, building, books and songs.

Week 1 - Auburn Dutch Theme
Week 2 - Auburn Marble Painting
Week 3 - Auburn Painting Moneybox
Week 4 - Playschool
Concert Starplex
Gawler Tues 14/8
Playcentre will be on Tuesday
this week, not on Friday

Week 5 - Auburn Pop Stick animals

I'm looking forward to seeing all of the families
and children again.

Kind regards,
Cisca Brons

Contact:
Cisca.Brons210@schools.sa.edu.au, 0457687248
Or Auburn Primary School on Friday Mornings 88492112

