
 

 Briony Ackland 

FROM THE PRINCIPAL... Thursday, 13 February 

Week 3  TERM 1 
DIARY DATES 

FEBRUARY 

Week 3 

Tues 11 SAKGP lessons start, 

  Safer Internet Day 

Thurs 13 Summer Hub (tennis, 

  cricket, softball) 

Week 4 

Tues 18 Governing Council  

  AGM (6.30, Library) 

Wed 19 Creative Writing  

  workshops, 

  Wellbeing Info  

  session - POSTPONED 

Week 5 

Fri 28  MP Assembly 

MARCH 

Week 6 

Thurs 05 Newsletter  

Week 7 

Mon 09 ADELAIDE CUP  

  PUBLIC HOLIDAY  

T hree weeks in and what a smooth 

transition everyone has made back to 

school!  Thankyou to those who were able 

to attend Parent Information Night last 

week.  We greatly appreciated your 

company and  the dedication shown to 

working together to achieve the best 

possible outcomes for your child/ren.  We 

trust that all students and families have 

had a great start to the year.  

While the weather was unexpectedly cool 

last week, the R-4 students enjoyed 

swimming lessons in Clare.  By all accounts, 

great fun was had by all and a great many 

personal goals achieved! 

Meanwhile, the Upper Primary students 

got down to business and prepared their 

leadership applications (they will attend an 

Aquatics Camp in Barmera in Week 7).  

Though some students were not officially 

nominating for the role of School Captain, 

all students submitted a letter of 

application to Ms Hoskin and me as part of 

their English studies.  The Year 6 and 7 

students who wanted to be considered for 

School Captain then presented a speech to 

the whole school.  It was wonderful to read 

of the students’ desires for leadership 

opportunities and the responsibility of 

representing their peers, as well as 

examples of their experience and the 

qualities they believed they would offer to 

the role of School Captain.  All students (R-

7) had the opportunity to vote for their 

leaders, with the panel of teachers then 

finalising the vote and electing the School 

Captains.  It is with much delight that I 

congratulate Charlotte Mitchell and 

Phoenix Milburn, School Captains for 

2020! 

As we roll in to Week 4, don’t forget the 

Governing Council AGM next Tuesday (18 

February) at 6.30pm in the Library.  See 

you there!   

Regards, 

Briony (Bri) 

 

FRONT OFFICE HOURS 

D ue to timetabling, the Front Office 

will be unattended on Thursday 

afternoons from 12.30pm.  We apologise 

for any inconvenience caused and 

appreciate your understanding and 

flexibility to work around this time. 

REMINDER: 

AGM 
Tuesday, 18/02 

6.30pm in the Library 



ATTENDANCE  

A t Parent Information Night, I mentioned a 

continued focus on student wellbeing in order to 

support each and every child to be able to engage in 

learning and achieve to their highest potential.  A key 

strategy in promoting the health, safety and wellbeing of 

students is addressing attendance.  Attached to this 

newsletter is an interesting article by Michael Grose, of 

Parenting Ideas, who writes strongly about the 

importance of being at school (and on time), to avoid 

some of the issues associated with non-attendance and 

lateness.  It is well worth a read as we work together to 

establish consistent routines and positive habits to 

support your child to be the best they can be!   For more 

of Michael’s resources and parenting ideas, head on over 

to his website: 

https://www.parentingideas.com.au/parent-resources/ 

Further to this, don’t forget we now offer Kickstart for 

Kids Breakfast and Morning Club, every morning from 

7.30am until yard supervision begins at 8.30am!  Contact 

the school to make a booking.     

 

CREATIVE WRITING WORKSHOPS 

N ext week (Wednesday, 19 February), we will host a 

visit from Scottish children’s author, Stuart Reid, 

who will engage our students in an R-7 book reading 

assembly and creative writing workshops for Years 3-7 

students (Miss Pudney has organised a book-making 

session with the JP students!).  This is an exciting 

opportunity made even more special by being joined by 

fellow students from Watervale PS and Manoora PS.  We 

are excited to work with Stuart and equally excited to 

welcome students from neighbouring schools to our site.  

Information regarding the on-day purchase of Stuart’s 

books was sent home last week, for your information.  

Please contact the school should you have any questions. 

 

NAPLAN DATA COLLECTION 

Y ear 3, 5 and 7 students will again participate in 

NAPLAN testing online this year (with the exception 

of the Year 3 writing test, which is conducted on paper).    

Testing will take place in Week 3 of Term 2.  For those 

families with students in Years 3, 5 and 7, a notice 

regarding the collection of student data and information 

is attached to this newsletter.  Should you have any 

questions, please don’t hesitate to contact the school. 

 

HELP IN THE KITCHEN! 

K itchen and garden lessons are always a highlight on 

the class timetable.  It has been especially nice to 

see lessons begin this week as we explored all the 

produce that has thrived over the Summer months in our 

garden and enjoyed working in our new meeting place 

under the shade of the pepper trees - Pepper Tree Patch!    

This year, our JP students again join our UP class in the 

kitchen 11am - 11.45am, TUESDAY, ODD weeks of term.  

As you can imagine, it is a hive of activity so we are 

looking for a few extras hands to help out during these 

combined JP/UP sessions!  By volunteering just once, 

your contribution will enable us to further enhance this 

unique and highly valued program.  Please let the class 

teacher know via SeeSaw or your child’s diary, if you are 

able to join us: 

Week 5 - Tuesday,  25/02/2020: 11am-11.45am 

Week 7 - Tuesday,  10/03/2020: 11am-11.45am 

Week 9 - Tuesday,  24/03/2020: 11am-12.30pm  

Week 11 - Tuesday,  07/04/2020: 11am-11.45am 

‘Global learning in a family setting’ 

SCHOOL NEWS 

      

      

   

 

 

DO YOU HAVE FRUIT TO  

SPARE?! 
We are seeking plums, apricots and tomatoes 

(or other fruit suitable for jam or chutney) to 

use for our Kitchen program.   

All donations gratefully accepted at the  

Front Office! 

https://www.parentingideas.com.au/parent-resources/


 

      

      

   

 

 

 
 

Hi my name is Amayah and 
I’m 11.   

I love to read, sing and 
play sport. My favourite 
colours are red and blue.  
I’m loving the book I’m 

reading “Little Women”.  I 
love animals especially 

wolves, because they look 
after each other.                                                                                                   

I was recently living in 
Victoria for 5 years with 

my mum, dad and my little 
brother.   

In Auburn Primary I’m 
looking forward to learning 

German . 

Hi my name is Macauley Scobie.  

I was born in Adelaide then I moved to Kar-

ratha and ended back here. I mostly do Tik 

Toks in my spare time at home. My  

favourite thing to do is look after animals 

and my favourite animal is a Rabbit. I love 

singing and dancing. At school my  

favourite thing to do is use the computers 

and look after the chickens.   

I have two sisters.  I have a pet dog called 

Shaggy.   

I can’t wait for aquatics camp and go knee 

boarding.        



 

 

 

      

      

   

 

 



 

HOW’S YOUR PARENTING GOING? 

In school , children face many challenges, one is making and keeping friends. The 

points below may help you talk with your children as they face the task of 

developing friendships in their lives 

TRUE FRIENDSHIP- 

*NEVER GIVES UP: it’s never too much trouble to work out problems. Friends hang 

in there because they care for each other. 

*CARES MORE FOR OTHERS THAN FOR SELF: it’s important for each person to say 

what they want and need , but it’s even more important to find out what’s going 

on with the other person. 

*DOESN’T WANT WHAT IT DOSEN’T HAVE: Real friends care for each other for who 

they are. They help each other become their best selves, instead of trying to change 

them. 

*ISN’T ALWAYS ‘ME FIRST’: true friendship means everyone is equal, with nobody 

trying to be boss. 

*DOESN’T FLY OFF THE HANDLE: good friends may get annoyed with each other or 

even mad sometimes. But they calm down, talk things through and come through 

it with a stronger friendship. 

*DOESN’T KEEP SCORE OF THE MISTAKES OF OTHERS: both people in a friendship are 

going to make mistakes, they forgive, then move on. 

*DOESN’T REVEL WHEN OTHERS GROVEL: no real friend is ever going to be happy 

when their friend feels rotten in the friendship because it’s lopsided. Friends share 

their hurts and comfort each other. 

*TAKES PLEASURE IN THE FLOWERING OF TRUTH: in a great friendship, who cares 

who’s right and who’s wrong as long as the disagreements or arguments are 

settled and decisions are made that are good for everyone.    

      

      

   

 

 

THAT’S WHAT  FRIENDSHIPS 

LOOK LIKE.  

RELATIONSHIPS CAN BE HARD 

BUT THEY ARE SO WORTH IT! 

Pamela, Pastoral Care Worker 


