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FROM THE PRINCIPAL...

Thursday, 30 April
Week 1 TERM 2

Briony Ackland

T

imes of great challenge can bring out
the best and worst of us all. Yet, with
the term starting, I have seen nothing but
the best! I am so grateful for the incredible
flexibility, patience and resilience shown by
both staff and students this week.
For staff, end of term and holidays was a
time to plan for our blended learning
program before
taking a much
deserved break.
And this week,
with greater
numbers of
students on site
than anticipated,
that planning has
been put to good
use! Teachers
have developed
tasks and utilised
online tools in
ways that may
not have been
considered prior
to our current
situation. They
have put new
skills to use as
they provide
explicit
instruction over
WebEx and via
pre-recorded
instructional
videos on

SeeSaw. They have responded to students
in class and those at home, providing
support, feedback on learning, and
maintaining a strong sense of connection
and routine.
Students too have enjoyed the opportunity
to collaborate and share learning on Teams
or SeeSaw, and check-in with their
teachers and classmates using online
wellbeing surveys, reflections and
appropriate emojis and GIFs! Despite
being ‘isolated’ over the holiday period, I
have enjoyed hearing of the time our
students spent with loved ones at home the creative games played, cubbies built,
art masterpieces, cooking and gardening
projects, books read and bike riding
adventures.
Thankyou to our staff who have been
incredibly responsive and agile to adapt to
the ever-changing requirements for
schools. It is due to their sheer dedication
and effort that our students have been
able to engage in their learning in
whichever mode they have accessed this
week. Thankyou also to our parents and
families, who have been patient and
supportive when the best-laid plans have
changed...yet again!
We look forward to the return of some
normality as we welcome over 90% of our
students back to school in Week 2.
Keep safe,
Bri

PLAINS PRODUCER ARTICLE

W

hat a lovely surprise it was to be contacted by a
journalist from the Plains Producer wanting to
share our story, having heard about our family care
packages sent home at the end of last term. We hope
you enjoyed the goodies and found time to plant the
garden peas and mystery flower! Be sure to let us know
when your flower blooms...what is it!!? For those who
didn’t see the article, we have attached it over the page.

TERM 2 LUNCH ORDERS

W

ith students returning to school in Term 2, lunch
orders from the Roadhouse are available on
Friday, as usual. Our most recent correspondence
indicated that lunch orders would be unavailable in Term
2 (with increased restrictions and very few students
planning to learn on site in Term 2). We apologise for
any confusion caused with yet another change.

SAFETY REMINDER:
BOUNDS

CARPARK

OUT

OF

P

lease ensure students are not entering or leaving
the school grounds through the staff and visitor car
park (Kids’ Club excepted). This is an unsupervised area
and inherently dangerous with vehicles moving in and
out throughout the day.

SOCIAL DISTANCING

W

e understand that, particularly following an
extended holiday break in isolation, the start of
term is a wonderful time to ‘catch up’ and share tales
from holiday adventures. However, while most recent
advice encourages students to return to school, we must
remember we still have work to do to keep ourselves and
each other safe from the spread of COVID-19. Social
distancing measures, for example, are still required.
On site, we continue to use increased hand washing and
sanitisation, have more regular cleaning routines
including toilets, surfaces and the playground throughout

the day, and utilise social distancing between adults at all
times (for example, in the staffroom and when
communicating in person).
Please support us in
maintaining safe distance by not entering classrooms
and leaving school grounds immediately following dropoff and pick-up.
We are hopeful that with such low infection rates and
case numbers in SA, it won’t be long and we will be able
to invite you in to the classrooms again, read and work
together, chat in the yard, and come together for school
events. However, for the time being, please be mindful
of the health and safety of teachers, students and other
parents, and adhere to social distancing and hygiene
guidelines at all times.

JUNGLE DEVELOPMENT: CREEK OF KINDNESS

A

s part of National Day of Action against Bullying and
Violence/Harmony Day on March 20, we had
planned to have staff and students paint rocks with
positive messages and mantras to begin the installation
of a ‘Creek of Kindness’ in our Jungle - we hope to
cement the rocks among larger river rocks in to the creek
bed and have students, families and the community add
to it over the years. Sadly, due to the interruptions at
the end of Term 1, we were unable to complete the rock
painting. However, in Week 11, staff decided to use the
rock painting task as a wellbeing break from planning and
programming! What do you think!? We look forward to
getting the project off the ground this term and seeing
what our very creative students come up with.

LEARNING FROM HOME:

SAKGP COOKING
Learning from home this week had its advantages as students were able to cook up a
storm! Students were tasked with finding an ANZAC biscuit recipe and cooking a
batch of biscuits with their siblings or parents. They then posted a picture of their
biscuits to SeeSaw for others to see. Next week, students will compare the recipes
used and investigate how the different ingredients and/or quantities impact the
finished product.
Do you like your ANZAC biscuits rich with golden syrup and chewy,
or drier and more bread-like!? Do you use honey or golden syrup?
Do you add coconut? Each recipe yields a unique biscuit!

Clockwise from top left: Amber’s bickies, Sam’s
batch, Joseph’s treats, Ryleigh’s bounty!

