DIARY DATES
TERM 2
JUNE
Week 7
Mon 08

Public Holiday

Tues 09

PUPIL FREE DAY

Week 8
Tues 16

Governing Council
(6.30pm, Library)

Wed 17

JP Assembly (via
WebEx)

Week 9

Newsletter Week

Week 10
Wed 01

Reports sent home

Fri 03

Last day of Term

REMINDER:
Afternoon Kids’ Club
will not be available
tomorrow
afternoon
(Friday 5th June)

FROM THE PRINCIPAL...

Thursday, 04 June
Week 6 TERM 2

Briony Ackland

I

t hasn’t taken us long to return to the
rigour of teaching and learning programs
and keep pressing forward with our
learning goals following recent
interruptions to our ‘normal’. In this
newsletter, I provide a brief update on
some key initiatives that are driving
improvement at our site.
As well as the formal site improvement
work, we believe strongly in empowering
students to lead their own learning and the
development of their school. There are
multiple avenues for student voice at APS,
including Kids’ Council, student leadership
(school and house captains, for example),
class monitors and meetings, Wellbeing
Agents, and of course, throughout teaching
and learning programs in the classroom.
Most recently, students identified the
lunch shed as an area that was not meeting
their needs. It was dirty, cluttered with
odd pieces of furniture and bins, and not
able to be used for shelter. The result?
The relocation of a lunch table and bench
seating, display board updates, the
installation of a variety of pot-plants
potted by the students themselves, and a
cleaning routine to ensure it is kept free of
rubbish and debris! I think you’ll agree
from the pictures attached, the lunch shed
is now a much nicer place to be (and you
might even notice, being used as an
outside classroom, too).
Also in progress is the development of the
school’s ’café’ as part of a JP gardening

project. Staff noticed students were
picking produce from the vegetable garden
(that had been ’ear-marked’ for cooking
lessons), to create dishes at the café during
their lunchtime play. The students
responded by the suggestion that we plant
a vegetable patch just for their play...oh,
and they would like tables, chairs, shelving
in their café, and running water, too. We
can’t wait to see what they come up with!
Enjoy the long weekend,
Bri

SITE IMPROVEMENT UPDATE

O

ur site priorities for improvement focus on
supporting students to become proficient readers
who understand what they read, and providing targeted
feedback to students that enables them to improve the
quality of their writing.
We have recently had our phonics program audited and
received an extremely positive report. The audit
recognised and affirmed the high quality practice we
have across the site to support students to learn to read.
Unsurprisingly, teachers have been quick to identify
areas in their practice that can be improved even further
and have already adapted their reading and spelling
programs using recommendations from the audit!

REMINDER: PUPIL FREE DAY

N

ext Tuesday, 09 June, staff will participate in a
Partnership-wide Pupil Free Day, with a focus on
designing learning experiences that enable each and
every child to grow. Due to current restrictions, we will
work from the comfort of our own school Library and
access the keynote address and guest speakers remotely.
In the afternoon, teachers will have the opportunity to
collaborate, again online, with teachers from schools
across the Partnership. I extend my thanks to the
organising committee (a group of leaders from
Partnership schools) for persisting with their plan and
being creative, to make it possible for every educator in
the area to connect and learn from and with each other.

We are in the planning phase of developing writing
intervention groups across the school. This will enable us
to work with small groups of students with like needs, to
target our teaching, and more closely monitor and
support student progress towards their individual goals.
Underpinning reading and writing improvement is an
important focus on health and wellbeing. This ensures
that that students are ‘ready to learn’ and able to fully
engage in school - feeling safe, supported, successful and
confident to take risks.
Over the past term, building on current strategies and
implementing training in trauma-informed practice, we
have developed a Wellbeing Plan. This has resulted in a
whole-school agreement, with all classes using consistent
routines, language and approaches for morning circles/
welcome, brain breaks, and student wellbeing check-ins.
All students come together on a Tuesday morning to
learn simple strategies that help them ‘tune in’ to their
internal body signals (Interoception activities). This is
vital in helping students identify and manage their
emotions and behaviour in socially appropriate ways.
Ultimately, we want students to be able to regain focus
to be ’ready to learn’ if they get off task. Our Pastoral
Care Worker also spends time with every class, providing
small group and individual support sessions that
complement our classroom work, and develop student
Wellbeing Agents who lead their peers in wellbeing
strategies. We hope to share this exciting work more
formally with parents and families next term.

RECONCILIATION WEEK

O

n Tuesday, 02 June, we celebrated being In this
together, the theme of this year’s Reconciliation
Week. It was a wonderful opportunity to reflect on the
reasons for wanting to install a new flagpole this year to
fly the Aboriginal flag, share ways in which we value each
other, show compassion and forgiveness, and discuss
other ways in which we recognise the contribution of our
Indigenous Australians and the impact our history has
had on them. We engaged in some activities that
highlighted the importance of understanding each other
and working together to make a better Australia for
everyone. We then worked together on a collaborative
artwork - painting river pebbles that, when put together,
create images of the Australian and Aboriginal flags
(mosaic-like). When we paint enough pebbles to create
our flags, we will include these in our Creek of Kindness
installation in The Jungle. Watch this space!

SCHOOL VANDALISM

O

ver recent months, on weekends and during the
holiday period, the school has sadly endured a
number of incidents of vandalism. Thankfully, an
incident last weekend (where a glass window was
broken) was reported to police by a community member
which enabled us to seek immediate assistance. As a
small town school, we are proud to be able to provide
our grounds for the use of the wider community. In
return, we simply ask that you assist us to keep our
school safe. The police have urged us to contact them
should we notice any suspicious or inappropriate activity
on the school grounds outside of school hours. And we
seek your (community) support to contact police as
well. Alternatively, please don’t hesitate to contact Bri
directly on the Principal’s mobile (0439 071 522). It is
our hope that in partnership, we can keep our school
safe and continue to allow others to use our grounds at
their leisure.

STUDENT SIGN IN/OUT

T

hankyou for the favourable response to our
reminder to sign your children in/out at the Front
Office when they arrive late or leave early. Following a
practice emergency drill last week, we feel more
confident that our daily attendance records are accurate,
and we can safely account for all students.
Further to this, to minimise disruptions to learning, we
also remind parents not to present to the classroom:
1. Late arrival - parents sign students in at the Front
Office; students go straight to their classroom, unpack
and prepare for their school day. We encourage all
students to arrive no later than 8.45am, to allow time
to get organised before the first bell.
2. Early departure - parents sign students out at the
Front Office; staff phone the relevant classroom;
students meet parents in the Front Office (with their
packed bag, if not returning).

ASSEMBLY

I

n Week 8 (Wednesday, 17 June), we will again
broadcast our school assembly via WebEx. The
assembly will be hosted by the JP class, with parents and
families able to join us via a WebEx meeting link. Please
keep an eye out on email, or alternatively SeeSaw, where
the Meeting ID will be posted for you to join us at the
start of Week 8.

FACEBOOK PAGE

H

ave you checked in on our
Facebook page recently? We
are regularly sharing student
achievements
and
school
happenings on our Auburn
Primary School Facebook page. See recent posts showing
some of our work from Reconciliation Week and last
week’s National Simultaneous Storytime fun.

LANGUAGES ALIVE!

W

ith easing restrictions, the School of Languages is
excited to announce that Languages Alive! will
be available in the upcoming holidays. The July 2020
program will provide students with interactive language
learning opportunities in a range of languages, including
Auslan, German, Hindi, Indonesian, Korean, Ngarrindjeri
and Spanish.
Please see attached flyer for details. For tickets go to:
https://www.ticketebo.com.au/languagesalive/

Playcentre in Term 2
Unfortunately, Playcentre remains
closed, until further notice. We hope
that with continued success limiting
the spread of COVID-19 we can welcome families back to our Playcentre
in the not too distant future.

