DIARY DATES
FEBRUARY
Week 3
Fri 12

Week 4
Tues 16

PLAYCENTRE resumes

Governing Council
AGM (6.30pm)

Week 5

SeeSaw mid-term
check-in sent home

Thurs 25

Parent session:
Numeracy, 6.15pm
(at Watervale PS)

Fri 26

4-7 Assembly (3pm)

Week 6
Tues 02

Newsletter Week
Summer Hub

Fri 05

Schools Clean-Up Day

Week 7
Mon 08

Adelaide Cup

Tues 09

School Photos

Thurs 11

Sporting Schools:
Footy Starts

Fri 12

Playcentre Partners
(Auburn PS hosts
Watervale Playgroup)

FROM THE PRINCIPAL...

11 February 2021
Week 3 TERM 1

Briony Ackland

I

t certainly doesn’t take long to return to
the routines of school life as we start to
sink our teeth in to new learning and enjoy
the company of our school friends again.

forward to these growing as we offer them
every term, on Wednesday of Week 2. Be
sure to pencil it in for next term when our
students cater special treats!

Thankyou to those who were able to
attend Parent Information Night last week.
We greatly appreciated your company and
the commitment shown to working
together to achieve the best possible
outcomes for your child/ren. It is always a
great opportunity for us to share the key
directions of the school in the new year,
and for you to touch base with your child’s
teacher to give them the best possible start
to the school year. We trust this has
assisted the smooth transition back to
school.

Meanwhile, the Upper Primary students
have already got down to business and
those students who wanted to be
considered for School Captain have
prepared and presented a speech to the
whole school. The quality and confidence
of the nominees’ delivery was simply
fantastic and it was an incredibly tight
election. It is with much delight, however,
that I congratulate Ryleigh Senar and
Shayla Lewis, School Captains for 2021!

The theme for this year following the
restrictions of 2020 is Parents in
Partnership. It has never been more
important to rally together to ensure our
children have the best possible chance to
learn and we all play an important role in
their development. I am very much
looking forward to the support we can
offer families, and the support parents can
provide in partnership with the
school.
It was delightful
to welcome a
number of
parents to
Pamela’s
Afternoon Tea last
week, and we look

Regards,
Briony (Bri)

COVID-19 REQUIREMENTS

FRONT OFFICE HOURS

T

his year, the Front Office will be unattended on
Wednesdays. We appreciate your understanding
and flexibility to work around this arrangement.

hankyou so much for the incredible patience and
understanding that families have shown over the
past few weeks as we battle with our fair share of
sickness throughout the school. In doing what we can to
keep ourselves and each other healthy and safe, we
continue to follow the direction of the Department for
Education (DfE), who take the advice of SA Health.
The use of QR codes to register entry to the school/
classrooms has been well supported and we continue to
use hand sanitiser and social distancing, particularly
between adults on site.
We also ask that families continue to be vigilant with
sickness - if your child is unwell, they must remain home
until all symptoms have subsided. We understand that
this is an inconvenience at times as we juggle the
demands of home, work and school life; however, we
also relish the opportunity to learn with your children
who are simply not able to engage in their schooling and
learn effectively when they are unwell.
Further to this, the DfE COVID team cannot stress
enough: if anyone shows symptoms, they must follow
SA Health guidelines and have a COVID test; and then,
provide the school a copy of the negative result before
returning to school. See below, direct from the SA
Health website. We appreciate your continued support
with this. Let’s all do our little bit to keep our region
COVID-free.

T

GOVERNING COUNCIL AGM

A

s we roll in to Week 4, don’t forget the Governing
Council AGM on Tuesday, 16 February at 6.30pm
in the Library. We are eagerly seeking new parent
representatives to fill the Council - please let us know as
soon as possible if interested. Note, no spontaneous
nominations are made at the AGM! See you there.

SCHOOL SKIP

W

e are currently noticing the school skip is being
used as a personal waste point by members of
the public. Please help us to monitor this to ensure it is
only used for school waste. Thank you for your support.

FRUIT FLY

P

rimary Industries and Regions (PIRSA) has updated
its information about fruit fly restrictions in SA. Our
school is located in the green not impacted area: your
child can bring any type of fruit or vegetable to school.
Note, grated, dried, frozen, cooked or pureed fruit and
vegetables of any kind are acceptable in any area.

VALUE AND ACTION OF THE WEEK

U

pon reviewing the place our FRESH values have in
our school and classrooms, we have implemented
a more explicit schedule around the teaching and
learning of these values to support the development of
the related dispositions and habits of mind in our
students. Each value will be the focus of student
participation for a fortnight each term (conveniently, 5
values across 10-week terms works beautifully!). Aligned
to each value are yard and classroom actions that
students can use in order to demonstrate that value
(displayed in the lunch shed and in– and outside
classrooms).
Students, teachers and parents are
encouraged to actively look for these actions, notice and
praise the positive behaviour in order to build the habit.
We look forward to seeing our values in action, with the
first round of awards for demonstrating school values to
be announced at our first Assembly in Week 5.

COME AND JOIN THE KITCHEN & GARDEN FUN

W

ith open arms, we invite our parents and
volunteers back to join in the fun of kitchen and
garden lessons! With swimming lessons finished, our
SAKG program officially started this week. Over the past
few years we have been reviewing the program to ensure
we are providing differentiated experiences for R-7 and
taking advantage of the authentic learning opportunities
presented in the kitchen and garden. Building on the
success of the Aquaponics Revival STEM project that the
Upper Primary students so enjoyed last year, the
program will further expand its project-based learning.
All kitchen and garden lessons are held on Wednesdays.
If you are a keen gardener or can contribute to our
cooking in school or the Enterprise program, come on in
and join us! Timetables were provided at Parent
Information Night, or simply contact the school to make
a time to join us.

NAPLAN DATA COLLECTION

Y

ear 3, 5 and 7 students will again participate in NAPLAN testing online this year (with the exception of the Year 3
writing test, which is conducted on paper). Testing will take place in Week 3 of Term 2. For those families with
students in Years 3, 5 and 7, a notice regarding the collection of student data and information has been sent home.
Should you have any questions or concerns about your child’s participation, please don’t hesitate to contact the school.

THE CRACKED POT
As we start the beginning of another school year, I’d like to
share the story of the “Cracked pot” with you:
The pot felt really bad because it couldn’t hold water.
“I’m dripping”, it cried to his master as the master walked
from the well to the village.
“You may be cracked but I use you for who you are.” said
the master, “Your leak waters seeds planted along the
way, plants will grow and flowers will bloom and be
admired by many.”
None of us are perfect, but like the cracked pot we can all
make a positive difference no matter how big or small.
WHERE YOU ARE PLANTED!
Take advantage of the opportunity you have in life and
be grateful for the present situation. You can:





CHOOSE TO RESPOND IN A POSITIVE MANNER

DO WHAT IS RIGHT EVEN WHEN IT IS HARD

MAKE THE MOST OF EACH DAY
LOOK FOR OPPORTUNITIES TO MAKE CONNECTIONS
APPRECIATE THE PRESENT AND ACCEPT CHANGES AND
SETBACKS

Pamela, Pastoral Care Worker

